One group focused on the viability of the drugs used for pain relief, whereas another group took a broader approach to palliative care. While support for heroin was predicated on its efficacy and use in other jurisdictions, resistance to heroin was based on a philosophy of pain management in palliative care that was about more than just drugs.
Walker built his argument for heroin on evidence of the drug's effectiveness and its ongoing use in the U.K., where the drug was considered "an excellent sedative which is of estimable value in so many conditions" 2 . Because it was more soluble, heroin was a faster acting analgesic compared to morphine. This was important in treating emaciated patients with little muscle in which to inject a drug, making a large shot of morphine extremely painful. Canada to join the thirty-six other countries using medical heroin. "Heroin was banned,"
Ghent argued, "on the naïve assumption by government and its police forces that if all 6 Appleby, 16. 7 Ibid. 8 The Globe and Mail, December 17, 1984, 9. 9 Ibid.
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